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to our guiding principle that all men and
women are created equal.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 9.

Remarks Following Discussions With
First Vice President of the
Government of National Unity of
Sudan and President of Southern
Sudan Salva Kiir

July 20, 2006

President Bush. It's been my honor to
welcome a man who wears two hats to the
Oval Office: Vice President of all Sudan, as
well as the President of Southern Sudan.
We've had a fascinating discussion. Wel-
come, Mr. Vice President, I'm glad you're
here. Thank you for coming.

I assured our friend that the United States
is committed to helping the Sudanese peo-
ple; we're committed to making sure that the
peace agreement that we helped you nego-
tiate is implemented. We're also committed
to helping the people in Darfur.

I want to thank you for spending time with
me to strategize about what we can do to
save lives in Darfur. Our strategy is that we
want AU forces to be complemented and
blue-helmeted; in other words, the United
Nations should be invited in. We talked
about how best to get that done in order to
save lives. Obviously, there is still a lot of
work to be done.

But I want to thank you for coming to our
country and sharing with me some of your
thoughts and your vision for the people you
represent. So welcome to the Oval Office.

First Vice President Kiir. Thank you very
much, Your Excellency, President. Well, we
are delighted to be in this office at the invita-
tion of His Excellency, the President of the
United States of America. It is a very rare
opportunity for the people of southern
Sudan, in particular, to come to this office
and to voice our—their concerns about what-
ever is happening in our country.

It is true we have been working together
during the negotiations with the people of
the United States and the Government of the
United States of America to bring peace to
Sudan. And that peace has taken a toll of
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our people. This dream has been achieved,
and we are now together in the implementa-
tion.

There are so many other crises in Sudan—
that is the problem of Darfur—that people
have been talking about. And we are sure
that we are going to solve the problem so
that we don’t hear about rapes and killings
in Darfur—and all other parts of our country,
like the eastern Sudan—we are now also ne-
gotiating in that province so that peace is also
achieved all over the Sudan.

So we thank the President for all the ef-
forts that he has been exerting and the con-
cerns that he has about the people of Sudan.

President Bush. Thank you, sir; appre-
ciate you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on House of
Representatives Approval of a Free
Trade Agreement With Oman

July 20, 2006

I am pleased the House has approved our
free trade agreement with Oman. This agree-
ment will advance America’s national secu-
rity by strengthening our bilateral relations
with a strategic friend and ally in the Middle
East region. The agreement will also level
the playing field for U.S. workers and busi-
nesses, and will support Oman’s leaders as
they seek to create long-term opportunities
for the Omani people. I look forward to sign-
ing this legislation and to continuing our ef-
forts to build a Middle East Free Trade Area.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Military Personnel and an Exchange
With Reporters in Aurora, Colorado

July 21, 2006

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress.]

The President. and this country sup-
ports you and admires you and appreciates
your dedication. Youre doing some hard
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work. It’s hard work to defeat terrorists, kill-
ers that wanted to achieve their objective.
But we'll succeed; we'll prevail.

I want our troops to understand that not
only does the country support them, but
we’ll—we’ll win. It’s in our national interests
that we win. And we will. We've got some
powerful, powerful weapons on our side.
We've got the men and women who wear
the uniform, people who bring such dignity
and honor and bring compassion to people
who have been suffering under tyranny and
are now wondering whether or not the future
is bright for them. And we've got freedom
on our side too, and freedom is a powerful
weapon. People want to be free.

And again, I want to thank you all for your
service. I want to thank your families. I wish
they were here so I could thank them in per-
son. But your sacrifice has meant a lot. Con-
gratulations for stepping up and volunteering
and being a part of history. Thanks for giving
me a chance to visit and have a little lunch
with you. God bless you all.

Secretary Rice’s Upcoming Visit to the
Middle East

Q. Mr. President, what do you hope Sec-
retary Rice accomplishes on her trip to the
Middle East, sir?

The President. I'm going to talk to her
tomorrow when I—Sunday, when I get back
to the White House. We're going to have a
good visit.

Q. What do you hope she accomplishes,
sir?

The President. 1 said I would talk to her
tomorrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at Ta-
male Fiesta Kitchen. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Adam Walsh Child Protection and
Safety Act of 2006

July 21, 2006

I applaud Members of the United States
Senate for voting to strengthen our laws
against convicted sex offenders.

The Adam Walsh Child Protection and
Safety Act of 2006 will ensure appropriate
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sentencing for sex offenders and will provide
local law enforcement officials with the tools
they need to track those who prey upon chil-
dren. By supporting this legislation, the Sen-
ate has taken an important step towards pro-
viding our country with a strict, uniform sys-
tem for monitoring sex offenders to ensure
that they do not commit additional crimes
against our Nation’s children.

I urge the House of Representatives to
pass this good legislation as quickly as pos-
sible, so that I can sign it into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4472.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 15

In the morning, in Strelna, Russia, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, at the Konstantinovsky
Palace Complex, the President had a working
lunch with President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Petrodvorets, Russia, where, at the Peterhof,
he attended a G—-8 summit social dinner and
entertainment. Later, he returned to Strelna.

July 16

In the morning, at the Konstantinovsky
Palace Complex, the President participated
in G-8 summit meetings. He then met with
Junior 8 student leaders.

In the afternoon, the President had a
working lunch with G-8 leaders. Later, he
participated in G-8 summit meetings.

In the evening, the President had a work-
ing dinner with G-8 leaders.

July 17
In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the



